August 8, 2009

Vicar Solum’s Farewell after 2nd Service

Friday Reading

He has begotten us again . . . to an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that does not fade away, reserved in Heaven for you. 1 Peter 1:3,4

While we live on earth we must live in hope. For although we know that through faith we possess all the riches of God (for faith certainly brings with it the new birth, sonship, and inheritance), we do not yet see it. Therefore it still stands in hope, and is laid aside a little while, so that we cannot see it with our eyes. This he calls the hope of life.

In hope, he says, we await the precious inheritance to which we have attained through faith. For this is the order: out of the Word comes faith, out of faith the new birth, and out of the new birth we enter into hope, so that we are sure of the heavenly good and await it with certainty.

If you are a Christian waiting for your inheritance or salvation, you must keep to this alone and must despise everything that is on earth and must confess that all earthly reason, wisdom, and holiness are nothing. The world will not be able to bear this. Therefore you must consider that you will be condemned and persecuted. And therefore Peter gathers faith, hope, and the holy cross into one unity; for the one follows from the other.

Dr. Luther’s Exposition of 1 Peter (1523)

Prayers

Collect for Trinity 9
Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble servants; and that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall please You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit one God, now and forever.

Recognition of God’s Blessings through Parents

O God, here I learn to recognize You as my Creator, How wonderfully You have made me, both in body and soul. You have given me life through my parents and given to them kind hearts to serve me, their child, with all their strength. They have brought me into the world, nourished me, waited on me, cared for me, and trained me through diligence, anxiety, danger, effort, and labor. Until now You have guarded me against countless perils and needs and have often helped me, Your creature, in body and soul. You have done this as though creating me new every hour, with the devil begrudging every moment of my life. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen

Grief on Account of Inclination to Impurity

O Father, I acknowledge and confess my sins before You. In thoughts, words, and deeds I have sinned against Your command to honor marriage and chastity throughout my life. I have not only been ungrateful for this excellent gift but I have even blamed You for commanding such purity and discipline and for not permitting any kind of deviation and unchastity to go free and unpunished. The sins against this commandment, such as marriage despised and mocked, and the perversity of man’s public wickedness, are open and shameless; they are rude, contrary to Your holy order, and most obvious. They grieve me. Have mercy on me, and cleanse my heart and mind, that they may profess the goodness of Your gifts and that I may gladly teach them to the world. Through Jesus Christ, Your Son. Amen

Sunday Preparation

The Ninth Sunday after Holy Trinity

Hymn of Invocation: LSB 915, “Today Your Mercy Calls Us”

Hymn of the Day: LSB 730, “What is the World to Me”

Distribution Hymn: LSb 627, “Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior”

Old Testament Reading, II Samuel 22:26-34

26“With the merciful You show Yourself merciful; with the blameless man You show Yourself blameless; 27with the purified You deal purely, and with the crooked You make Yourself seem tortuous.

28You save a humble people, but Your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down. 

29For You are my Lamp, O LORD, and my God lightens my darkness. 

30For by You I can run against a troop, and by my God I can leap over a wall. 

31This God— His way is perfect; the word of the LORD proves true; He is a shield for all those who take refuge in Him. 32For who is God, but the LORD? And who is a rock, except our God? 

33This God is my strong refuge and has made my way blameless. 34He made my feet like the feet of a deer and set me secure on the heights. “

· Since we confess that God is merciful and kind, approving of “with the crooked You make Yourself seem tortuous” seems contradictory. What has God revealed about Himself?

· How is the Word of the Lord proved true? How does that then make our feet like the feet of the deer?

Epistle, I Corinthians 10:6-13

6Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did. 7Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and rose up to play.”

8We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day.

9We must not put Christ to the test, as some of them did and were destroyed by serpents, 10nor grumble, as some of them did and were destroyed by the Destroyer.

11Now these things happened to them as an example, but they were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.

12Therefore let anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 13No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

· Rather than ponder the pervasiveness of temptations and how many others have succumbed to their alluring, deceptive siren song, on what are we called to meditate and depend?

Holy Gospel, Luke 16:1-13

1He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’

3And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4 have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’

5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7 Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’

8The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 

10“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”
· One challenge of understanding this parable is how it is often presented—without the introduction and the setting, showing why Jesus taught with this parable.

· Since the previous three parables in Luke 15 have taught that God seeks to save the lost, and that those who know His mercy must not mismanage it, do you think that Luke 16 focuses first and chiefly on proper stewardship of temporal possessions?

· What is “that” which will be ours (verse 12)?

Announcements

Sun, 8/9

· LSF Bible study is on hiatus
Tue, 8/11

· 7:30 p.m., Church Council Meeting

Wed, 8/12

· 10:00 a.m., Bible Class: Council of Chalcedon

Thu, 8/13

· 4:45 p.m., Children’s Choir - summer recess

· 7:30 p.m., Adult Choir - summer recess

Sun, 8/16, the 10th Sunday after Holy Trinity Sunday

· 8:15 a.m. and 11:00 a.m., Divine Services (Jeremiah 7:1-11; I Corinthians 12:1-11; Luke 19:41-48)

God’s Stewards. Every Christian, by new birth into Christ a member of the priesthood, presents spiritual sacrifices; the Christian offers himself—body, soul, and spirit—in the service of the Lord (Romans 12:1). This is possible because he recognizes his position as a steward of God. Nothing that he possesses or employs in this life—materially or spiritually—is his or belongs to him. Because he is a steward he permits these things to pass though his hands for the Lord’s service; every true sacrifice implies that we are only returning to God what we have first received from him. This even includes suffering; for suffering as a Christian is for the sake of Christ and granted to us from the Father (Philippians 1:29).

Missions. Trinity is linked to State College, Penn., where Jason Penland, of Good Shepherd Evangelical Lutheran Church, led a business colleague to consider being baptized. He writes, “Our family owns a small car dealership in central Pennsylvania. We come into contact with people from all walks of life. One family in particular has bought numerous vehicles from us in the past, and we've developed a friendship. When I needed to make long distance trips and needed a driver, I would call the father of this family. We talked about countless things, but our religious beliefs came up frequently. About a year ago, this man called and said he wanted to be baptized. The pastor started him on a baptismal instruction program. Eventually, he and his wife completed the lessons, were baptized, and became members of the church.”

Information for the next Trinity Directory

1) If you have moved or your address has been changed in any way, please inform Cynthia; and

2) If your phone number, the land line or cell phone, has been changed in any way, please inform Cynthia. Call (650) 853-1295 or e-mail to trinitylutheranpa@gmail.com

Email Addresses for the next Trinity Directory

1) If your email address was included in the 2008-2009 directory, it will be printed once again, unless you request that Cynthia remove it from the directory;

2) If your email address was not included in the 2008-2009 directory but you want it printed, please provide Cynthia with the information; and

3) If your email does not appear in the 2008-2009 directory, it will not be included even though the church office might have the email address; you must ask for its inclusion.

Call (650) 853-1295 or e-mail to trinitylutheranpa@gmail.com

Short Answers

Old Testament Reading, II Samuel 22:26-34

· Since we confess that God is merciful and kind, approving of “with the crooked You make Yourself seem tortuous” seems contradictory. What has God revealed about Himself? God has not compelled anyone to believe; He has shown revealed Himself fully in His Son, our Lord Jesus. Those who believe otherwise and reject how God has revealed Himself get the kind of God that they want—see Matthew 25:26 and Romans 1:18-27.

· How is the Word of the Lord proved true? His promises have never failed; they have received the great, eternal Amen (“Yes!”) in Christ Jesus. How does that then make our feet like the feet of the deer? To stand on His Word, to believe His Word, means that even when all appears dangerous and treacherous, we will not slip. He is faithful and will not allow His chosen to be destroyed.

Epistle, I Corinthians 10:6-13

· Rather than ponder the pervasiveness of temptations and how many others have succumbed to their alluring, deceptive siren song, on what are we called to meditate and depend? Paul calls us to meditate and hold fast to the word that God has given about Himself: He is faithful and He will not abandon or forsake His people, no matter how trying the day or time seems to be.
Holy Gospel, Luke 16:1-13

· One challenge of understanding this parable is how it is often presented—without the introduction and the setting, showing why Jesus taught with this parable.

· Since the previous three parables in Luke 15 have taught that God seeks to save the lost, and that those who know His mercy must not mismanage it, do you think that Luke 16 focuses first and chiefly on proper stewardship of temporal possessions? No. The manager of the parable portrays the sinners who have repented and cast themselves onto the care of the Master (Luke 15:1). Rather than continue the mismanagement of the grace of God, they were turned—as was the youngest son in the parable of the prodigal son—to the Father. The stewardship of the Gospel is the first matter of the parable. In order to have proper stewardship of temporal gifts, one must first recognize the stewardship of eternal gifts.

· What is “that” which will be ours (verse 12)? What is not ours, what is on loan to us, are the possessions of this present life; for it will all fade away. What is ours is our eternal inheritance, promised to us in holy Baptism, already named as ours through adoption into sonship by the grace of God in Christ our Lord.
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